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be legislation in the direction of adopting these, or similar
statutes. The Supreme Court has vindicated, however, the
right of the State not to be compelled under the full faith and
credit clause to give effect to divorces improperly obtained
in other States by its own citizens or against a defendant who
is a citizen. In other words, a marriage, lawful where made,
is good everywhere; not so of a divorce. The fact that this
ruling, wise and proper, necessarily results in the possibility
that a person may be married in one State, divorced in an-
other, and a bachelor in a third, and bigamous in a fourth,
lends but an added variety to American life. If the people
wish to give the Federal government power to make nation-
wide marriage and divorce laws, they must do so by con-
stitutional amendment.

It is always to be remembered that the law of marriage,
and divorce as well, was originally administered by the
church. Marriage was a sacrament; it brought about a
status; it was not a mere secular contract, as is growing to
be more and more the modern view. Indeed, the whole
matter of sexual relations was left to the church, and was

year next before bringing suit for divorce, with a bona-fide intention of mak-
ing this State his or her permanent home.

Sec. 2. No person shall be entitled to a divorce for any cause arising
out of this State unless the complainant or defendant shall have resided
within this State for at least two years next before bringing suit for divorce,
with a bona-fide intention of making this State his or her permanent home.

Sec. 3. No person shall be entitled to a divorce unless the defendant
shall have been personally served with process if within the State, or if with-
out the State, shall have had personal notice, duly proved and appearing of
record, or shall have entered an appearance in the case; but if it shall ap-
pear to the satisfaction of the court that the complainant does not know the
address nor the residence of the defendant and has not been able to ascer-
tain either, after reasonable and due inquiry and search, continued for six
months after suit brought, the court or judge in vacation may author-
ize notice by publication of the pendency of the suit for divorce, to be given
in manner provided by law.

Sec. 4. No divorce shall be granted solely upcn default nor solely upon
admissions by the pleadings, nor except upon hearing before the court in
open session.

Sec. 5. After divorce either party may marry again, but in cases where
notice has been given by publication only, and the defendant has not ap-
peared, no decree or judgment for divorce shall become final or operative
until six months after hearing and decision.

Sec. 6. Wherever the word "divorce" occurs in this act, it shall be deemed
to mean divorce from the bond of marriage.

Sec. 7. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.